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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, TU 

SUB J : TURKISH GOVERNMENT DECREE PROHIBITING INCISION OF OPIUM 
POPPY CAPSULES 

1. ON DECEMBER 30, FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN SEMIH AKBIL 
MADE A STATEMENT TO THE PRESS THAT THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS HAD 
DECIDED TO PROHIBIT THE INCISION OF OPIUM POPPY CAPSULES AND THE 
PRODUCTION OF RAW OPIUM IN THE 1974-75 SEASON. THIS DECISION WAS 
CONFIRMED TO ME BY FOREIGN MINISTER ESENBEL ON THE SAME DAY. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCES TELL US THAT THE TEXT OF THE DECREE 
HAS NOT YET BEEN OFFICIALLY PROMULGATED, APPARENTLY BECAUSE OF 
SOME DELAY IN OBTAINING SIGNATURES. 
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